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regions, inasmuch as they possess the quality of individuality
based on their functions as transitional zones. The latter are
artificial, since they are selected, defined and demarcated1
by man, here in conformity with physical features of the
terrain, there in complete disregard of such geographical
factors.
Because of this difference, it is quite legitimate, for example,
to describe the floor of the Rhine Rift Valley as a *'natural
frontier" between Germany and France, but the selection and
use of the River Rhine as a part of the Franco-German boundary
gives that line an artificial character; although the river is a
"natural", i.e. physical feature, its use as a political boundary
is artificial. Similarly there is some justification for describing
the Alps as a natural frontier between Italy and France, but
the boundary between the two countries represents the result
of some centuries of adjustment between Italians and French-
men. Perhaps this difference is most emphatically illustrated
by the fact that a frontier, be its character physical, linguistic,
religious or ethnic, cannot be moved; it may change its
character, it may lose much of its frontier function, but it
must remain in situ. By contrast, boundaries are by no means
immovable, as is indicated by the studies of Miss S. Saucerman,2
who calculates that boundary changes arising out of the First
World War in Europe alone led to the transfer of many
thousands of square miles of territory.
This differentiation in the meanings of "frontier" and
"boundary" helps to clarify many of the difficulties associated
with the relationships which arise out of the juxtaposition of
States. Frontiers have always existed, and geographers are
only too familiar with the problems of their existence when
they attempt to define regions. They have always possessed
spatial extension, they have always occupied parts of the surface
of the globe, but because of their transitional character they
have defied exact definition.
The seas, the great forests, mountainous areas, extensive
1 Vide S. B. Jones, Boundary Making, Washington, 1945, for a detailed exam-
ination of the technical terms used in connection with boundaries.
* S. Saucerman, International Transfers of Territory in Europe, Washington,
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